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Jean Clam: The problems of coupling operations: coupling, rejection, duning
The article questions the concept of structural coupling from a two point of view: a philo-
sophical one in which it appears as an emerging conception within a postontological frame
of thought defined by an operativistic / cognitivistic understanding of being as a succession
of operations of distinction re-entering their own effectuation, building specific forms of
coalescence that can be called systems, and a systemist point of view ascertaining the inter-
nal consistency of the concept of structural coupling in terms of a radicalized version of
Luhmannian theory itself. Both points of view show a continuum of operations of distinc-
tion taking place in a world time in which at a given moment all operations are simulta-
neous. There seems to be no pertinent criterion that makes it possible to distinguish bet-
ween a coupling of systems and systems themselves.

Elena Esposito: Structural coupling with invisible machines
Can we think of computers as a real alternative to the structural coupling between cons-
ciousness and communication? This would imply that communication can be irritated by
what Luhmann called “invisible machines” and would make it necessary to revise basic con-
cepts used in systems theory – concepts such as autopoiesis, double contingency and even
communication. The article examines these questions and proposes that interactions with
computers should be interpreted as a kind of self-irritation of society under conditions of
high complexity; the consequence would be that one could then speak of a new form of in-
transparency in society as a whole.

Giancarlo Corsi:“Silent and unobserved”: on the paradoxical nature of structural coupling
Structural couplings between social systems reveal themselves as double-faced. On the one
hand they are preconditions for the existence of every kind of system: they have to be taken
for granted, and the coupled systems cannot decide about them.This is the meaning of Luh-
mann’s statement that structural couplings work “noiselessly” and “inadvertently”. On the
other hand, all known forms of structural coupling between social systems in modern so-
ciety are the results of decision-making processes or decisional programms themselves.This
double-faced form transforms them into sources of irritation, since they are neither transpa-
rent nor foreseeable, and appear as decisional premises (goals, risks, planning etc.).This paper
shows by means of two examples, i.e. the couplings between law and politics and between
psychic and social systems, how this paradox works. It is argued that only thanks to this am-
bivalence can the coupled systems evolve and “construct” their historically determined
structures.
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Tania Lieckweg:The structural coupling of functional systems through organization
Abstract: The wording „strukturelle Kopplung über Organisation” [structural coupling
through organization] is often found in Luhmann’s work.This article argues that this wor-
ding has to be understood as summing up three different senses of “organization” in the
context of the structural coupling of functional systems: (1) organization as a requirement
for structural coupling: the structures of nearly all organizations are an essential resource for
the structural coupling of functional systems; (2) organization as structural coupling: orga-
nizations are themselves a structural coupling of functional systems, e.g. the university as the
structural coupling of education and scholarship; (3) organization as an intermediary for
structural coupling: the communication of specific organizations is available to mediate and
realize the structural coupling of functional systems, e.g. the internal revenue service as in-
termediary for the structural coupling of the political system and the economy through ta-
xes. It is argued that in the process of globalization new structural couplings emerge, and
specifically such as through organizations.The globalization of law and economy is used as
an example to illustrate this assumption.

Michael Hutter: Structural coupling between social systems: art and the economy as mutual sources of
growth
The paper explores the intricacies of structural coupling between two functional systems.
The case chosen is the relationship between the economy and art. Several historical exam-
ples are presented and interpreted.The examples relate to system-to-system coupling as well
as to system-to-environment coupling. “Tracks of irritation” between the two systems are
indeed observable. Styles for arranging visual space and composing narratives have irritated
the economy‘s reproduction and conversely economic issues have irritated the reproduction
of the arts. In both cases, the stabilized irritation has led to new possibilities for further com-
munication. The degree of complexity and intensity in structural coupling is considerably
increased by the intervention of organizations, and their effects on the links.

Dirk Baecker: Capital as structural coupling
The notion of capital describes a calculation of economic and entrepreneurial observations
and measurements of actions with material, social, and temporal respect to other possible ac-
tion.The paper makes use of the concept of structural coupling, since such an observation
and measurement of action typically concerns both the self-reference and the other-refe-
rence of action. That is, capital bridges the distinction between system and environment
both with respect to the social system of the economy and the social system of enterprise.
The notion of structural coupling, developed in general systems theory, is first discussed.
Then the different versions of it presented for sociological use in Niklas Luhmann’s work
are introduced. Capital appears as a structural coupling of economy and enterprise, both of
which are coupled to their social, mental and natural environment – with respect in both
cases to their distinction as well.
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Jac Christis: Luhmann’s theory of knowledge: beyond realism and constructivism?
In this article, the grammatical realism of Wittgenstein is used to clarify Luhmann’s discus-
sion with dogmatic or metaphysical realists and sceptical idealists. Luhmann rightly stresses
(in arguing against the metaphysical realist position) that the meaning of concepts is not de-
termined by their referents. But at the same time he rightly insists (arguing here against the
sceptical idealist position) that this ‘autonomy of meaning’ is the condition of the possibility
of both external reference and the application of truth predicates to statements about the
things referred to. Luhmann shares this separation of questions of meaning, reference and
truth with the grammatical realist. However, when he says that we have no direct access to
the external world, which therefore remains unknown, he transgresses the bounds of sense.
This transgression will be shown to be unnecessary.The aim of this article, then, is to make
both systems theory and grammatical realism more acceptable, systems theory by stripping it
of its constructivist excesses of postulating a world we have no access to and grammatical
realism by preventing metaphysical realist associations and misunderstandings.

Peter Fuchs: Of Crooks and Hoboes – the Inclusion/Exclusion-Scheme of A-Sociality under the
Conditions of Early Modern Times and the Third Reich
The scheme inclusion/exclusion designates an important aspect of the theory of communi-
cation, especially the construction of the so-called social address, i.e. a social structure that
(like roles or persons) defines in which form or how far conscious systems as parts of the
environment of social systems are socially represented.The main thesis is that the differen-
tiation inclusion/exclusion as an historical scheme is transformed under the pressure of evo-
lution, in particular in the context of the transition from the stratified order to the functio-
nally differentiated order in (European) society. This idea is examined by means of
analysising “Mordbrennerakten” (dossiers of criminals) and “Jauner- und Diebslisten” (lists
of crooks and thieves) from the 16th to the 18th centuries.The central findings are that the
social addresses of criminals, crooks and so on were submitted to a process of abstraction and
de-individualising supposed to be a kind of preadaptive advance of the modern way of con-
structing patterns of such addresses.This conception is illustrated by a short examination of
the construction of a-social persons during the time of National Socialism in Germany.
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